Faith, probability logic or both?
Las Vegas shooting a six month retrospective.
by

Barry Austin Good8ield PhD, DBFM
October 1, 2017, turned out to be a wake up call and had a re7lection for
many of us who heard the news. The shooter was Stephen Paddock, “A
name that will live in infamy,” to borrow a line from Franklin Roosevelt
about the attack on Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941.
The Governor of Nevada asked for help from licensed professionals in
other states and we dashed to Las Vegas a few days after the shooting.
She walked in the door of the work space of the hotel where my wife
Dori, and I where stationed to help employees who were still
overwhelmed by the event. She was a Hispanic woman, middle-aged
with a 2 to 3 inch cross around her neck. She was crying and asked the
question glancing at my name tag, “Will this happen again doctor?”
“What’s that thing you have hanging around your neck? That looks to me
like a cross is it?” She looked to me and said, “Yes.”
“Oh, let me see if I understand your question correctly? You want to
know if the unprovoked and outrageous killing and wounding of
innocent people will happen again?” “That’s correct.” She said, her
desperation was obvious.
“Perhaps you can help me, I have a few questions. I presume perhaps
wrongly that the cross implies that you are a Christian and a believer in
Jesus Christ. Is that correct? “ I asked. “Yes, I am”, she answered.
“If I understand things right, the Lord teaches people to have faith in
Him. He says, have faith in me and all will be well. That’s roughly the
message I guess”.
A slight smile starting to appear on her face, “That’s right Doctor.”
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“Let me get this straight, you want me to predict the future and tell you
what’s going to happen. Is that right?” She nodded her head.
“I think this goes back to the symbol you have around your neck. It
seems to me, you are asking me to predict the future with some high
degree of certainty. Is that true or not?” “Yes, it is,” she applied. A kind of
sheepish expression on her face began to appear.
“I cannot predict the future as you know, no one rarely can. All I can do
is talk about probability logic. That is simply talks about the chances of
something happening again. You look like a person who’s old enough to
know that in life there are no absolute guarantees. Based on what we
know about these kind of terrible events, there is a chance that
something like this could happen. However, the probability that it will
happen again to you is extremely remote. You know there are no
guarantees, there is however, a very good chance that I am correct. This
will never happen to you again. But you have faith, at least that’s what
the cross implies.”
Now I got a full smile. “Yes, I think I understand, you cannot tell me with
absolute certainty that this will never happen again, but you think
statistically the chances are remote,” she said.
“Your faith helps you and us through dif7icult times with an implied
guarantee that if we live our life a certain way, in the end all will be well
with us in paradise.” I said.
Now with a smile of relief, she looked at me and said,” thank you doctor
now I understand.” She smiled, gave me a hug and walked out of the
door.
There are no guarantees in life but there are those who believe that
there is a guarantee when life ends. Who am I to say? That’s an issue of
faith, not probability logic.
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