JOHN R. BOLTON: BRAINY, BOISTEROUS, AND BELLICOSE
by
Prof. Barry A. Goodfield, PhD, DABFM
Smart people always knew that John Bolton was unpredictable, bright, and very much in love
with the echo of his own opinion. Bolton was probably one of the brightest stars in the Trump
sky. Brainy, boisterous, and bellicose a wonderful combination for a combat general.
Separated from duty now the Trump Administration faces this loose cannon and the fodder from
his new book, The Room Where It Happened. Bolton’s words explode across the American
landscape with provocative allegations.
Ever the brainy, boisterous, bellicose agent provocateur Bolton, is more than likely, not departing
the world stage anytime soon to the chagrin of Donald Trump and Bolton’s former administration
colleagues.

PROFILE JOHN R. BOLTON
John Robert Bolton (born November 20, 1948) is an American attorney, political commentator,
Republican consultant, former diplomat, and national security advisor. A nationalist and
conservative, Bolton served as the United States Ambassador to the United Nations from August
2005 until December 2006 as a recess appointee by President George W. Bush.
He resigned in December 2006, when the recess appointment would have otherwise ended,
because he was unlikely to win confirmation from the Senate in which a newly elected
Democratic Party majority would be taking control in January 2007.
Bolton has been called a "war hawk" and is an advocate for regime change in Iran, Syria, Libya,
Venezuela, Cuba, Yemen and North Korea. He has repeatedly called for the termination of the
Iran deal. He was a supporter of the Iraq War and continued to support his decision.
On March 22, 2018, President Donald Trump announced his appointment as the 27th US
National Security Advisor, to take office on April 9, 2018 till September 10, 2019.
Little had changed since he departed the Trump Administration with the exception of the address
on his business card. What is clear is that Bolton the “fire brand” personality, will not burn out
anytime soon!
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In 2011, I profiled him in my book So you want to be my President? as a potential presidential
candidate using the 12 Goodfield Personality Typing.
First impressions
•
•
•
•
•

A “take no prisoner” type person
Strong, believer in his viewpoint
Somewhat closed minded
Defiant when challenged
Bright, logical, articulate

Symbolic level of the Non-Verbal Leak (NVL)
SL 1 Shock
SL 2 Anger
SL 3 Control by:
• Defiance and determination
• Distrust
• Calculated Emotional Response
(CER)
• Calculated Seductive Emotional Response (CSR)
• Anger in/out
Unconscious Meaning of the NVL “I am shocked and want to express my anger. I use my
abilities to influence others. I feel defiance, distrust and determination. I hold those feelings
inside until I can find the correct opportunity to express it fully — and I will find it!”
Personality Characteristics
• Powerful person when it comes to facts, data and people
• Critical player in major decision-making situations
• Able to see but limited in his ability to be a full participant
• Often found at the center of policy decisions
• Often found at center of the fray when action is required
• Knows what is necessary to obtain objectives
• Keen observer and insightful about dynamics of situations
• Has skills and outstanding organizational abilities
• When the time is ”right,” will not hesitate to speak up
• Will notice quickly those who agree and those who don’t
• Can choose to be the center of attention showing power
• A “fighter” sometimes viewed as hit in the head too often
• Person that values being direct over what is political correct
• Sometimes shows more guts than brains
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Commentary Based on Public Presentations and Psychological Observation
Ambassador Bolton is bright, tough, focused, and generally
convinced of the correctness of his position. Depending on
one’s political perspective you either strongly like or
dislike them.
Where Ambassador Bolton is concerned, there is little
middle ground.
Bolton does not suffer fools well and is convinced that the
United Nations is one of the largest gatherings of fools. He
is arrogant but also well informed on international issues.
His mind is like a steel trap: strong, effective, and dangerous but ineffective when
closed. When he locks on to a position, his wit, logic and general tenacity convinces
many of the correctness of his viewpoint.
The question is not about his intelligence, not about insight, not about skill, but about
openness to difference. Often appears more concerned with winning his point with
logic and tough talk, than finding a solution with openness and negotiation.
Bolton revels in conflict. As former United States Ambassador to the United Nations his
remarks, suggesting that the loss of ten stories of the United Nations building would
have little effect on its function, was not the most endearing remark he could have made
to his colleagues at the UN.
While he is bombastic, exciting, and interesting these kinds of comments raised concern
with regard to his reaction to people who see the world differently than he does.
If openness and a willingness to negotiate is a laudable attribute, and perhaps even a
requirement for those seeking the highest office in our land, perhaps Ambassador
Bolton should rethink how he views and approaches others who see the world from a
different perspective.
One thing is sure, if there is going to be a gunfight and you can’t find John Wayne or
Clint Eastwood, John Bolton would be a great second choice.

President Trump’s decision to make John Bolton the National Security Adviser was
consistent with his need to find someone who believes in his position, power and
perceptions of what happened. The presidential quest for harmony among either
Democrats or Republicans he is in fact an agent provocateur. He is combative,
opinionated, bright and relentless in pursuing his view of the past to make America
Great Again.
Perhaps my profile of him written a few years ago sums my belief best;
It is my belief that former Ambassador John Bolton will in the long run generate much more heat
than light. He metaphorically was willing to build bridges, and equally willing to use his power
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to destroy the bridges of others who he feels are a threat to Trump Administration. He is a
powerful and equally problematic person taking on a difficult situation — only time will tell how
he will guide America’s Ship of State.
What is clear that Bolton's allegations of obstruction of justice by the Trump
Administration is just another chapter in the colorful life of John Bolton. One would be
foolish to count him out now or in the near future. He is free of many of the White
House restrictions as a former senior Trump administration official.
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